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THE BEAUTY OF THE "YET"  
from Pastor Mike Stelle 
  
As I went into a time of prayer this morning I read through a prayer penned by John 
Baillie. I often use the prayers of the “saints that have gone before me” to help guide my 
time with the Lord. I will use the cries and praises of the psalmists, the questions of the 
prophets, as well as the reflections of men and women that have lived and loved well. 
This morning, as I read through Baillie’s prayer, I was forced to pause on a single 
word…”Yet”. Here is the prayer I read this morning: 
  

Almighty and eternal God, 
You are hidden from my sight: 

You are beyond the understanding of my mind: 
Your thoughts are not as my thoughts: 

Your ways are past finding out. 
Yet You have breathed Your Spirit into my life: 

Yet You have formed my mind to seek You: 
Yet You have inclined my heart to love You: 

Yet You have made me restless for the rest that is in You: 
Yet You have planted within me a hunger and thirst that make me 

dissatisfied with all the joys of earth. 
O You who alone know what lies before me this day, grant that in every 

hour of it I may stay close to You. Let me be in the world, yet not of it. Let 
me use this world without abusing it. If I buy, let me be as though I possessed 

not. If I have nothing, let me be as though I possess all things. Let me 
today embark on no undertaking that is not in line with Your will for my life, 
nor shrink from any sacrifice which Your will may demand. Suggest, direct, 

control every movement of my mind; for my Lord Christ’s sake. Amen 
John Baillie 
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I have prayed this prayer many times before this morning…and each time I pray it 
something new seems grab my attention…this morning I could not ignore the “Yet”. That 
the infinite, holy, almighty God has reached out to such as me, is reaching out to such as 
me, is too wonderful and amazing to understand…but it is true. Despite my limits, 
despite my inconsistencies, despite my pride and my doubts, God continues to breathe 
His Spirit into my life; continues to form and reform me; calls me into to deeper places of 
love; and beckons me to places of hope and purpose. I live today in the “Yet”…in the 
realization that God is God and I am not YET He continues to pursue me, and love me, 
and invite me to participate with Him. The “yet” is a recognition of daily grace. 
  
Today, may you recognize and celebrate the reality of the “yet”. 
  
  
ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION  
Selah Prayers  
Our monthly contemplative prayer event includes reflecting on God’s glory, resting in 
God’s presence, realigning our hearts toward God.  Come.  The setting is simple.  The 
pace is refreshing.  This service blends moments of music and prayer to nurture the hope-
filled life in Jesus Christ.  Prayer for healing and other special needs is also available.  
Come.  Now is the time.  Experience the music, the prayers, the quiet. 
   Tuesday, November 11, at Harbor Covenant Church at 7:00 p.m. 
   Tuesday, November 25, at Peninsula Baptist Church at 7:00 p.m. 

   
Selah Reading Groups  
There is still time to join the reading group on David Benner’s book “Desiring God’s 
Will”. Participants provide their own books. Wednesdays in November (11/5, 11/12, & 
11/19), at 12:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. contact John Kiemele if you would like to participate. 

   
Christian Formation Seminar  
Plan to attend a Christian Formation seminar based on Leighton Ford’s book, “The 
Attentive Life: Discerning God’s Presence In All Things,” Learn to become more attuned 
to the still, small voice of God in all the seasons of our lives.  We will look at 
attentiveness and why it is important for our daily lives.  We will see God as the Great 
Attender, the One who pays attention and calls us to attention.  We will explore helpful 
practices that from ancient times to today have helped disciples of Jesus pay attention.  
  
Saturday, November 22, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Bring a sack lunch.   
For more information or to register, contact the church office or John Kiemele. 
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Christos Institute Seminars  
November 1 – “Christian Leadership” with Dr. Elizabeth Archer-Klein, Sumner 
Presbyterian Church 
  
December 6 – “Church History” with Barbara Pine, University Place Presbyterian Church 
  
January 10 – “Spirituality and Soul Care” with Dr. John Kiemele, Harbor Covenant 
Church. 
  
Cost:  $75 per seminar (includes lunch).  Pre-register at www.christosinstitute.org 
  

 
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY  
 
Sunday Mornings   
9:45 a.m., Children ages two years – fifth grade are learning some amazing things from 
God’s Word.  Come and hear the Christmas story through the eyes of Isaiah.  
  
How are your Bible skills coming along?  Do you remember how many books there are 
in the Bible?  Where do you think you can find the book of Isaiah?  Did you learn a new 
attribute about God this week?  If you have, send Jeanne Glazebrook an e-mail and we’ll 
add it to our list.   
  
Our missionaries Tim & Mabel Koop left October 21 and have safely arrived in 
Tanzania!  Look on a map and find where they are serving with Rafiki (meaning “friend” 
in Swahili).  We also have a team going to the Dominican Republic to work with children 
who have special needs.  They might get to visit with our sponsor children – Marianny & 
Luckerson Merilus.  Remember them in your prayers. 

   
Kidz Connection   
8:30 or 11:00 a.m., Ages 4 years – third grade  (dismissed during worship service to 
Room 8/9 after the Blessing of the Children) Hear great stories about Joshua plus each 
month you will also meet some of our missionaries.  On November 2, the Toctaquiza 
family from Ecuador (Marco, Kacey, Diego & Isabella) will visit us and on November 
30, you’ll meet Doug and Linda Olsen, missionaries to Alaska.  You may also stay in the 
worship service with your parents to learn how to worship with the “big people”.  There 
are activity sheets available in the lobby for you to use while you sit in the service. 
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Kids' Choir   
During Kidz Connection (8:30 a.m. service): First through fifth grade.  Come practice 
with the choir in Room 201 as they prepare for the Christmas pageant, “Getting Ready 
for the Miracle”.  This great event takes place on Sunday, December 14, at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  There will be a dress rehearsal Saturday, December 13, at 10:00 a.m. 

   
AWANA   
Thursdays at 6:40 p.m., AWANA is an exciting club where you learn about Jesus and 
how you can serve Him.   For more information about HCC AWANA Club, contact 
Commander John Sharrett and you can check out www.awana.org to read more about 
AWANA Clubs International.  Parents:  You are invited to volunteer or be a guide in 
helping to teach our kids about God’s love for them while having lots of fun!  Don’t 
forget! Operation Christmas Child Collection boxes are to be ready by November 20. 

   
November Birthdays  
 3 – Hunter McPherson 
16 – McKenzie Hulbrock 
21 – Lauren Esteb 
  

 
CHURCH WIDE NEWS 
 
Veterans Dinner  
Harbor Covenant Church plans to salute our veterans with "A Sentimental Journey 
Through the 20th Century" on Friday, November 7 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Expect 
to be both inspired and entertained by our speaker Bob Sovern.  You may obtain tickets 
after both services in the Education building or in the church office no later than Monday, 
November 3.  Join us for this opportunity to remember and honor our veterans and active 
military. Veterans/active military, wear your uniforms!  Contact John Sharrett if you have 
a special photo of a veteran or active member of the military.  
  
Ticket Price:  $10.00 per person. $30.00 maximum per immediate family. Children under 
6 and active military, free 
To volunteer and join the fun of making this event a success, contact John and Becky 
Sharrett. 
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Listen! Do You Hear What I Hear?    
Listen to songs of hallelujah ringing throughout the Sanctuary as the HCC choir presents 
a celebration of God’s most precious gift.  The Taste of Christmas has become, over the 
past 21 years, the choir’s bequest to us as we commemorate our Lord’s birth.  Plan to be 
part of the rejoicing on Sunday, December 14.  You may choose an afternoon time of 
3:00 p.m. or attend in the evening at 7:00 p.m.  Our extraordinary singers and musicians 
serve us with a program of incredible melodies and with delicious desserts during 
intermission.  Tickets can be purchased Sundays after both services beginning November 
23.  Cost per person:  $5.00 
  
Those who are able to contribute to this exciting occasion by assisting at the ticket 
counter should contact Sally Wallace.   
  
Advent Calendar  
Here's the latest information on the upcoming Advent and Christmas Season! 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship, Wednesday, November 26, at 7:00 p.m.  
First Sunday in Advent, Sunday, November 30, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Advent Workshop, November 30, 4:00 p.m. 
Advent Supper & Communion, November 30, 5:00 p.m. 
Children's Christmas Pageant, December 14, 10:00 a.m. 
Taste of Christmas Choral Event, December 14, 3:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Services, December 24, 6:30, 8:00, & 9:30 p.m. 
  
 
GUEST COLUMN 
By Marco Toctaquiza with MaryLee Powell 
  
Meet Marco  
Many of you know Kacey Olsen Toctaquiza, daughter of HCC Members Doug and Linda 
Olsen.  When she was a teenager, Kacey went on a mission trip to Ecuador where she 
met Marco Antonio Toctaquiza.  Here is Marco’s story: 
  
Born to Julia Barahona and Luis Gonzalo Toctaquiza in Ambato, Ecuador, October 18, 
1969, Marco began the journey that eventually led him to love God and want to serve 
Him.  However, the road was not an easy one.  Shortly after finding out she was 
pregnant, Julia married Luis but they divorced before Marco reached his second 
birthday.  Julia left to live with another man in Ambato and Marco's dad took him to live 
in Macas.  Later, Marco acquired a stepmother, Carlotta, who to this day, has been the 
only mother figure in his life.  Carlotta had other children, but as far as Marco knows, he 
is the only child from his father and natural mother.  
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An alcoholic given to drunken rages, Marco’s dad often beat his son.  At an age of just 7 
or 8 years, Marco was frequently sent to search for his father at 2:00 a.m., finding him in 
the local cantinas drinking with his friends. He would sit outside the cantina waiting for 
his dad to finish telling jokes, and would sometimes sit with him and fall asleep on the 
table benches. Often the jokes would turn into fights and Marco would watch as others 
took punches at his father. In those years, Macas was a small jungle town and the journey 
back to their distant neighborhood took him through trails and weeds in total darkness. 
  
It was a sad and lonely childhood, filled with no Christmas or birthday celebrations and 
having to work, at a very young age, to earn money to pay for his paper and pencils for 
school.  His afternoons were spent playing soccer after school and doing his chores which 
included feeding the guinea pigs, helping cook and taking care of his half-brothers and 
sisters while Carlotta washed clothing to earn a living. 
  
Marco was a good student and always strived to get good grades, because anything less 
meant a sure punishment at night by his father. However, his aunts, uncles and 
grandmother were a support to him and when he was sick it was they who made teas and 
soups.  Marco graduated high school with a chemistry/biology degree and good grades 
and had hoped to continue on to a medical university. Luis had promised to send his son 
to school, but lost most of his savings in drinking, making that dream impossible. 
Therefore, Marco decided to stay and work in Macas, learning to be an electrician 
through a program provided by an artisan group in town.   
  
When he was about 19, Marco met Pablo Perez, an Ecuadorian pastor serving at the local 
evangelical church. In the afternoon, Pablo would go to the field where Marco played in 
an effort to become acquainted with the local youth. Marco had terribly foul language on 
the field, and after listening to it for weeks, Pablo gently suggested one day that he clean 
it up. It was then that Marco started to pay attention to Pablo.  Later, the pastor invited 
Marco to his home to eat cookies made by his American wife.  Pablo also taught Marco 
to play the guitar.  An interesting and dear relationship started and one night, Marco 
decided to give his life to Christ.  He began attending the local Christian church and later, 
helped out with the youth group.  He was the only "believer” in the family and when his 
father found out, he angrily told Marco that he was no longer his son and it was time to 
leave. 
  
Marco rented a small apartment in town and the church became his "family".  He spent 
years helping the youth group and telling kids about the Lord.  Knowing Christ gave 
Marco a desire to work with youth, encouraging them to know His purpose for their lives. 
He always dreamed of having some sort of camp where troubled youth could have a 
place of support both spiritually and educationally. Because reaching his dreams had not 
been possible, Marco always had a heart to help others reach theirs. 
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The December issue of “HCC Highlights” will bring you the story of Kacey’s entry into 
Marco’s life, their time together and their dreams for Hope House. 
  
  
LIBRARY NEWS  
  
The Library Can Help You Get Better Acquainted  
  
Want to know God?  Of course for Christians, our Bible is the first choice for 
understanding the nature of God; however, we can gain insight from others who search 
and write about their discoveries.  Journalist, Lee Strobel, has authored The Case for a 
Creator.  It investigates scientific evidence that points toward God and can be found 
under call# 212.1/Str.  Knowing the different names of God is helpful in understanding 
God’s different characteristics.  Look for Names of God by Nathan Stone found on the 
Reference shelf under call# R/231.4/Sto.  Another excellent source is The Knowledge of 
the Holy by A.W. Tozer.  This book describes God’s attributes and their meaning in the 
Christian life.  Find it under call# 231.4/Toz. 
  
Want a better relationship with God?  Knowing God by J.I. Packer (call# 231/Pac), 
How to Listen to God by Charles Stanley (call# 231.74/Sta), Experiencing God by Henry 
Blackaby (call# 248.4/Bla) or Hearing God by Dallas Willard (call# 231.7/Wil) are all 
worthwhile choices.  Look for books emphasizing meditations such as John Piper’s 
Desiring God (call# 248.4/Pip) or Kay Arthur’s Lord, I Want to Know You found on the 
Teacher Resource shelf under call# TR/231/Art. Finally, additional excellent choices are 
Reaching for the Invisible God by Philip Yancey (call# 231.7/Yan) and The Soul’s Quest 
for God by R.C. Sproul (call# 248.4/Spr). 
  
Want to praise and thank God?  Our library has praise CDs that can be loaned for a 
period of 3 weeks!  You will find them on the counter under the windows in room 212 of 
the Education Building.  Just browse the titles to make your choices.  Then fill out the 
card located inside the CD case and drop it in the check out box.  Please sign your first 
and last name and use the 3 week stamp to fill in the date DUE (not the date checked out) 
on the check out card.  You can also use the date due stamp on a reminder slip for you to 
put in the item you’ve selected.   
  
Please use the above process for checking out other materials from our library and 
remember Reference items, DVDs and Videos are loaned for a period of one week.  All 
other items may be checked out for a three weeks.  Return items to the box by the library 
door.  We are glad to receive your requests for materials at any time.  Just leave a note in 
the check out box or e-mail us at librarian@harborcovenant.org .   
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MINISTRY PLACEMENT  
 
Join the Party!  
Our facilities are “used and abused” several times a week. Therefore, the interiors need 
some sprucing up and, to accomplish that, we have scheduled a work-party for Saturday, 
November 15, at 9:00 a.m. in order to clean, polish, and touch-up paint.  Bring cleaning 
supplies, hammers, paint brushes, etc., and take part in the fun!  Contact Stephen 
Tillotson for more information. 
  
Opportunities To Serve In Worship  
There are several aspects of our Sunday morning worship experience where we could use 
additional people to help:  sound board operation, PowerPoint operation, ushering, and 
greeting.  If you are interested in any of these areas, contact the church office or Mona 
Willis . 
  
  

 
MISSIONS 
 
Your Mission, Should You Choose to Accept It  
Our “Mission Possible 2008” to Covenant Bible Camp in Unalakleet, Alaska was a 
resounding success!  However, finish work needs to be completed on the 900 square foot 
kitchen addition and several friends of the camp, mostly from HCC, plan to return in late 
May 2009.  Willing workers to do construction, electrical, painting, well drilling, and just 
'go-fers' are needed for the one-week mission.  Interested?  For more information email 
Doug Olsen.   

  
Go FISH! 
November 2 marks a new chapter of Harbor Covenant’s drive to aid the FISH Food 
Bank.  Each Communion Sunday (usually the first Sunday of the month) the FISH 
Collection Cart will be located in the lobby of the Worship Center to receive donations of 
nonperishable food items, toilet paper, hand soap, laundry detergent, dish detergent, tooth 
paste, tooth brushes and disposable diapers.  Especially appreciated this time of the year 
are specialty holiday food items such as cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie mix, canned sweet 
potatoes, etc.  During the rest of the month, you may bring your donations to the 
Education Building where the FISH Collection Cart will be located in the lobby.  For 
more information, contact Chris Housman or the church office. 
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REACHing Out  
REACH Ministries, serving children and families affected/infected by HIV/AIDS and 
other life-threatening illnesses, needs our help.  At holiday time, they visit homes, taking 
special gift baskets and currently need Thanksgiving baskets for six Portland families by 
November 11.  The average family size is five and most of the children are adolescents. 
Suggestions for basket contents include:  Summer sausage, snacks, fruit, mittens, hats, 
coffee – instant and ground, tea, cider, cocoa (mixes), gloves, mittens, small bags of 
candy, cute box of Kleenex, mints, gum, hard candy, lollipops, playing cards, socks and 
any small, fun toys – paddle balls, marbles, jacks, slinkys, jump ropes, etc 
  
For more information, contact Stefanie Johnson, REACH Ministries’ Director of 
Programs at 383.7616 or www.REACHministries.org.  

  
Warming Up  
Help keep members of the community warm this winter by donating gently used (or new) 
clean, warm jackets in sizes very, very small to very, very big.  Bring these “expressions 
of warm love” to HCC the first three Sundays in November.  Several different ministries 
will benefit from our coat drive! 

   
Building and Breakfast  
Learn more about the exciting activities of Habitat For Humanity here on the peninsula 
while enjoying a great breakfast:  Wednesday, November12, 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. at Chapel 
Hill Presbyterian Church.  The event is free, though there will be an opportunity for 
donations! Contact Alison Paradise before November 5 for more information, or to sign 
up for a place at a table! 
  

 
MISSIONARY REPORTS 
 
It’s a Long Way to Tanzania  
October 22:  Mabel and Tim Koop began a new facet of their journey in response to 
God’s call.  Working with children orphaned by the AIDS/HIV epidemic in Africa, they 
live in a relatively new Rafiki village in Moshi, Tanzania.  Staff began moving onto the 
site in March of this year and the children started arriving in June.  Seven orphans now 
reside there with three “mothers”.  Another “mother” is in training enabling them to 
receive more children.  Tim’s assignments include teaching Junior Secondary School 
(JSS) (Bible and Math) in addition to serving as business manager.  Mabel’s duties 
involve teaching Pre-primary classes and serving as Assistant Childcare Director.  Look 
for their first report from Africa in the December newsletter. 
  
Meanwhile, they ask for your prayers: 
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• For their transition to their new home and environment in Tanzania. 
• For their new ministry – that God would give them a real love for the people they serve 
and those with whom they serve. 
• For their family – Daughter Jenna and husband Jason in El Paso and their first child 
expected in December.  Son James remains in Gig Harbor, attending college. 
  
October 23:  The Koops sent an e-mail from Tanzania announcing their arrival.  They are 
now busy furnishing their living quarters and settling in. 
  
October 27:  Tim and Mabel sent this note "We are so thankful for the encouragement, 
love, and support we have received from Harbor Covenant over the past several years as 
we began this journey that has now taken us to Tanzania.  Your prayer for us is vital as 
we continue this journey in going deeper in our relationship with God and further in 
mission - working with Tanzanian orphans and disadvantaged teens.  We have arrived 
safely, are in good health, and have been warmly welcomed here." 
  
They would love hearing from you.  You may e-mail them at mabelandtim@yahoo.com. 
For more information go to the Rafiki Foundation website. 

  
 

Update on the Toctaquizas and Hope House  
Marcos and Kacey Toctaquiza and their children, Diego and Isabella, live at Hope House in Macas, 
Ecuador, ministering to teens who need a stable and loving environment.  Kacey is the daughter of Harbor 
Covenant Church members Doug and Linda Olsen and grew up attending HCC.  The Toctaquizas are here 
in Gig Harbor for a yearlong furlough but plan to return to Hope House next summer. The following letter 
is an update on their life here in Gig Harbor and life at Hope House as the ministry continues in their 
absence. 
  
We have loved sharing with the HCC congregation our life at Hope House. Our ministry 
has been left in the capable hands of Edwin and Silvia who have settled in very nicely 
with things going smoothly. In a recent e-mail, Silvia shared that the shop is still running 
but on a lower scale which is nice with less stress for them.  Her message also described 
the chicken farm they started on the back part of HH property close to the volleyball area 
which the kids helped clear and prepare. The chickens (chicks) have arrived and should 
be ready for eating/selling in December! 
  
Dani, 16, joined the worship band at church and had his first solo last Thursday during 
prayer meeting. I was so happy for him since I was in the band for three years. It feels 
good to see any one of them have a desire to know God and then be used by Him in 
ministry. 
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Silvia also mentioned in her e-mail that Lisandro is getting ready to leave for missions’ 
school in Nicaragua. School starts in February and he already has his passport thanks to 
folks here at HCC.  There are a few logistics to work out such as Visa and airfare, but we 
are confident that all will be as God has them planned. 
  
Carlos, Franklin and Livio are doing fine. Carlos has had some struggles this past week 
with attitude and anger, but Edwin has really taken Carlos under his wing.  Carlos 
mentioned that he missed us so that may be a factor in his behavior. 
  
Marco and I are getting used to being "home". Diego is doing great and involved in 
programs at school to help him learn. Grandma Linda has been kind to help him with his 
homework. At least the homework load is less than in Macas and we can enjoy some of 
the afternoon. Marco is working at the Harbor Inn Restaurant. He applied to be a juvenile 
detention officer at Tacoma's Reimann Hall but he didn’t make the hire.  However, we 
will continue to look for something else and we are grateful to God that he has a stable 
job and is able to work nights and take day classes at Tacoma Community College. 
  
I am preparing to take the Washington State translators test and getting a little nervous. If 
successful, I would like to work a few hours a week as a translator in the Gig Harbor 
area.  In the next few months, Marco and I are planning to create new ideas and growth 
plans for Hope House. There is still so much need and our hearts desire a return to Macas 
to build and extend HH.   We are encouraged to invite Silvia and Edwin to be part of 
Hope House staff helping the teens of our area.  Stand by for more news on that. 
  
We thank you for your encouragement, calls and support and are happy to be with all of 
you again and rest.  Thank you, also, for continuing to love and encourage us with your 
prayers and friendship.   The boys, (Carlos, Livio, Lisandro, Franklin and Dani) are 
thankful too because even while we are here in Gig Harbor, they are able to be at Hope 
House with loving people. Again, thank you for being a part of our lives. 
  
With much love and gratitude, 
Marco, Kacey, Diego, Isabella and the whole gang 

  
A Letter from Laura Jordan  
Following graduation from the University of Richmond in 2007and a lot of prayer and 
discussion, I acted in response to a persistent call on my heart towards Africa.  I had 
known since high school that I would be called to Africa eventually and it was clear that 
time had come.  Leaving in November of 2007, I spent seven months in East Africa with 
Youth With A Mission (YWAM), serving in orphanages, schools and other areas of need 
in Rwanda, Uganda and Kenya.  It offered an incredible experience as God re-worked 
and re-molded my heart.  I arrived at new levels of faith in who God is and what He 
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does.  It was a challenge to come face to face with poverty, heartache and the remnants of 
a war-torn nation but also amazing to see that hearts are being healed and God is 
restoring people to each other and to Himself.  I was blessed to have prayer and financial 
support from many of you and would have been unable to serve without it. 
  
In Rwanda, while seeking God’s heart for my future, I became attached to the people.  
The experience gave me a feeling that my time in Africa was not over, but rather just 
beginning.  I became aware of the need for an English teacher for the primary school at 
the YWAM base.  Initially I fought against this call; it was frightening, intimidating and 
meant my life would have to change.  I went back and forth from being very excited to 
wanting to run home where I would be safe and comfortable.  God did not leave me 
during this time, and after weeks of prayer, I surrendered to His call.    
  
Here are a few of the reasons I have decided to return to Rwanda:  First of all, I love the 
African people, specifically those in Rwanda, and I feel called to invest in their lives.  
Secondly, children in Rwanda are severely undervalued and God has placed in my heart a 
capacity for loving them.  Thirdly, I feel that God is clearly calling me to this next step of 
faith, and I don’t want to refuse Him.   
  
My commitment to the YWAM School is for the 2009 and 2010 calendar years.  A 
completely volunteer organization, YWAM has no salaried positions within the 
organization, even at the highest levels of management.  Hence, I am responsible for 
raising all of the funds required to support my daily living and teaching efforts while in 
Africa. After careful consideration and prayer, I arrived at a budget for my first year of 
$15,000, which begins with an annualized projection of simple weekly and monthly 
living needs, including the initial round-trip cost of traveling to Rwanda.   In addition, it 
includes one-time start-up costs:  1) a computer that will give me and my students (who 
lack adequate textbooks) access to educational materials and provide connection to the 
outside world, and 2) some modest furnishings for the concrete room in which I will 
work and sleep.  Included are monthly fees for room and board, communication, 
transportation, medical insurance and a modest allotment for “compassion contingencies” 
which  I would have at my immediate disposal for urgent or unforeseen needs among my 
students or other needy members of the Kigali community.  Finally, my budget has a 
contingency for one brief interim visit home in 2009; I do not anticipate making such a 
trip during the subsequent years of my ministry, but this will be my first full year serving 
in an area of unusual hardship, and I anticipate needing to be strengthened by renewing 
fellowship with my friends and family.  I am more than willing to share budget details 
and will send a copy to any who inquire.   
  
Your support was invaluable during my last stay in Africa and will be essential this time 
as well.  I would appreciate financial and prayer support from you and I am thrilled to be 



 
���������	

�� � ��
���������������
able to involve you in what God is doing in my life and the lives of the children in 
Rwanda. You can give a one-time contribution or pledge to give an annual or bi-annual 
gift for the next two years.  If you feel God’s call to support me financially, please send 
your tax-deductible contribution, made out to “Harbor Covenant Church”.    Designate 
the contribution for “Laura Jordan – Rwanda”, as Harbor Covenant Church supports 
many different ministries. HCC is the custodian of my finances and will ensure that one 
hundred percent of your gifts go directly to the purposes designated.  Thank you for all 
your assistance and interest!   
  
Contact me at (Email: lojord@gmail.com)         
 (Blog site: laurasinrwanda.blogspot.com) 
  
  
SENIOR ADULTS  
  
HCC Offers Many Services and Activities for Seniors  
  
Day Trips 
Day trips are planned, several times a year, for those who enjoy visiting interesting sights 
but prefer to go in a group.  Excursions focused around seasonal, religious, uplifting, 
historical, artistic and cultural events provide fun, inspiration and education.  Invite your 
friends and come along. 
  
Monday Morning Study Group 
Women gather each Monday morning for study, sharing and prayer.  September through 
November, they are focusing on the ALPHA video series.  In January, their attention 
turns to a study on Isaiah, let by Carolyn Holdych.  Every first Monday of each month, 
they have a salad lunch and a special speaker. All women are welcome. 
            Meeting time:  9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
  
Home Visitation 
Volunteers visit those seniors who have special needs, and/or seniors undergoing long-
term recovery from surgery and similar medical procedures.  
  
Hospital Visitation 
A time for talking is provided by volunteers who give special support to patients. 
  
Luncheons for Seniors 
Beautifully decorated tables, great camaraderie, special music, and interesting, inspiring 
speakers make these luncheons events that are enthusiastically anticipated.  They are 
planned at intervals through out the year (approximately five, annually). 
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Respite Care and Companion Relief 
Volunteers sit with house bound seniors who need constant companionship or attention in 
order to allow the caregiver some release time. 
  
Retirement Living Planning Ministry  
Three church members who have expertise in retirement living planning will meet on an 
individual basis with seniors to discuss their retirement living alternatives.  These options 
include living in one’s own home, assisted living, and nursing homes.   
  
Shopping Assistance 
Seniors who need help are provided with assistance in shopping for such things as 
medications and groceries. 
  
Transportation 
Volunteers provide seniors assistance in getting to doctors appointments, grocery 
shopping, going to the library, running errands, visiting friends, and transportation to and 
from church related activities. 
  
Yard Work  
Work is provided in seniors’ yards on a temporary basis. 
  
Contact the church office for more information 

 
 

WOMEN'S MINISTRIES 
 
You Are Invited To The Annual Christmas Brunch  
Mark your calendars for HCC’s annual Women’s Christmas Brunch scheduled for 
Saturday, December 6 at 9:00 a.m.  Plan to invite friends and neighbors to join in this 
festive occasion.  Mr. Rick’s will again cater the meal which means it will be delicious!  
Anticipate wonderful entertainment by the Taproot Theater.  Tickets go on sale Sunday, 
November 16, for $9.00 per person (limit 4).   
  
Be sure to sign up right away for the opportunity to hostess or decorate a table.  Men, this 
is your big chance to show off your skills as waiters.  Indicate on the bulletin insert if you 
can contribute to this festive event.  Contact Cindy Teitzel for more information or if you 
have questions.   
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Gals’ Night Out  
Write “Fun and Food” in the November 14 slot on your calendars and plan to enjoy this 
opportunity to get together with other women for laughter and creativity.  We scheduled 
this just in time for the holidays so be thinking about those on your gift list.  Meet at Java 
and Clay Friday, November 14, at 6:00 p.m. Buy your own ticket at Java and Clay by 
November 12. Cost: $17 plus the item to paint (includes studio time and a buffet supper).  
Note:  The November Mug ‘n Muffin event has been cancelled. Contact Cindy Teitzel at 
with questions. 

   
A Great Way to Start the Week!  
Each Monday morning, women gather for sharing and prayer and to study God’s word.  
Monday, November 3, the Monday Morning Bible Study Group is looking forward to a 
presentation by Denny Waldron on women’s health issues.  Women are invited to join in 
this important discussion and enjoy a soup and salad lunch, which will be provided.  The 
morning begins at 9:30 a.m. with coffee and visiting in room 8.  For the duration of 
November, Jane Kelly will continue leading the sessions using the ALPHA video series.  
December plans include a luncheon on December 1 with guest speaker, Julie Porter 
whose presentation shares with us:  “The Gift Received”  
But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  1 Corinthians 
12:18 
  
 “You may never know the impact you have had in someone’s life – modeling your faith, 
your hope, sharing your love...changing lives as you lived out yours…God has uniquely 
placed you in this world so that others may know He is real and sent His Son Jesus as the 
greatest gift of all...  I would love to encourage you as I share how God has touched my 
life through women like you!  May the gift of His sweet presence be so very close to 
you!  In the joy of the “Gift” received” ~ Julie Porter  
  
You’ll want to be there on December 8 for Monday Morning Bible Study Group’s last 
meeting of 2008 to hear Blake Merwin as he shares news about HCC youth. 
  
The year 2009 is scheduled to begin with luncheon and a speaker on January 5.  A study 
of the book of Isaiah, led by Carolyn Holdych, follows on the next Monday.  As you are 
making plans for 2009, consider spending Monday Mornings (January 12 through May 
25) with this exciting study. It promises to be a great way to begin your week. 
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Retreat Adventures  
Lis Cochrane and Becky Sharrett drove to Portland together for the “Women of Faith” conference where 
they joined other HCC women for a weekend together.  Here’s Becky’s report of their 
adventure/misadventure and the impact of this amazing experience. 
  
Although we arrived late to the “Women of Faith” conference on Friday because we took 
an unplanned 1½ hour detour through the streets of Portland (okay... we got lost!) and 
were bummed that we had missed some awesome worship time and Anita Renford, Sandi 
Patty and Sheila Walsh... we did have some great bonding in the car!  We caught the last 
half hour and then walked with other HCC women back to the hotel where most of the 
younger moms hit the sheets early while the carefree "grandma-types" (and Lis and I), 
hung out doing what we women do best - talking and laughing!   I shared a room with 
three morning people, two of whom get up before most of the Army.  We all ate breakfast 
together in a reserved banquet room and headed off for a day of laughter and tears with 
11,000 other women.   The Women of Faith team began by leading us in worship. 
Hearing 11,000 women singing praises to our Lord and praying together was incredible!  
We were encouraged by speakers Patsy Clairmont, Sandy Patti, Sheila Walsh and 
Marilyn Meberg, entertained by outstanding impressionist, Louise Duart, amazed by 
singers like Mandisa and Nicole C. Mullen, and challenged by Nicole Johnson’s dramatic 
sketches.  I personally enjoyed Nicole C. Mullen and her "Teen NCM", a group of young 
teens who danced, sang, and read scriptures with her.  I could picture myself leading a 
group of energetic teens dancing and singing to uplifting and inspiring music!!  However, 
I related most to a dramatic sketch by Nicole Johnson, about how moms set the 
"temperature" in their households by what they say and how they say it to their families.  
I am the “thermometer controller” in our home, and when I get impatient or angry, the 
whole household can get "heated up" causing those I love most to be burned (and maybe 
scarred for life).  I'm now constantly aware of the "temperature" in my household and I 
try to keep my thermometer as "cool" as possible! 
  
After the conference ended on Saturday evening, we met again in our banquet room for 
supper, to discuss how the conference had impacted us and to sing, before heading back 
to the rooms where Cindy Teitzel hosted a "Catch Phrase" party for the night owls while 
the early birds settled into their nests for the night (in hopes of "getting the worm" in the 
wee hours of the morning?). 
  
We met again for a wonderful breakfast, before loading luggage into our respective cars 
and heading north.  Lis and I had another wonderful opportunity to bond, although the 
trip home was a lot shorter!  
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All in all, it was an awesome weekend.   Next year’s conference theme is “A Grand New 
Day" proclaiming that the Lord's love never ends; His mercies never stop; they are new 
every morning.  Plan to attend – you’ll be glad you did! 
  

YOUTH MINISTRIES 

Service Project & Worship For Area Youth  
Saturday, November 8, youth are invited to meet at Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church at 
8:00 a.m. to participate in several area service projects.  The day will wrap up with dinner 
and a worship service at Believers Fellowship.  Cost is $10 per person.  Contact Blake 
Merwin for more information. 
  
  
  

 
  

 
  

 


